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ILLINOIS TOLLWAY TO RESTORE AND EXPAND ACCESS TO DES PLAINES RIVER TRAIL
New agreement with Lake County Forest Preserve District moves forward in Tollway Committee
DOWNERS GROVE, IL – The Illinois Tollway’s Finance Administration Operations Committee today
recommended approval of an intergovernmental agreement with the Lake County Forest Preserve District to
restore and expand access to the 315-acre Pine Dunes Forest Preserve near Wadsworth in northern Lake
County.
Under this agreement, the Tollway will use the Pine Dunes Forest Preserve to perform an estimated $8.5
million worth of wetlands mitigation and invest in new site improvements. Wetlands restoration and woodlands
enhancements include removal of man-made drainage features to reestablish natural water flow, control of
invasive plant species and native planting and seeding.
The Tollway will also construct improvements to the Pine Dunes Forest Preserve, including new trails to better
connect the Des Plaines River Trail, a parking lot, restroom facilities, boardwalks, a drinking water well and a
new entrance road. Work is scheduled to begin later this year and be completed in 2018. The environmental
work will provide approximately 85 acres of wetland and waters mitigation and will meet state and federal
requirements to mitigate the construction impacts associated with the $3.4 billion Elgin O’Hare Western Access
Project.
“Sustainable practices are an essential part of every aspect of the Elgin O’Hare Western Access Project, from
planning and design to construction,” said Illinois Tollway Executive Director Kristi Lafleur. “We’re excited that
this agreement allows us to invest in a restoration project that will add new features and expand access to this
unique site.”
The Pine Dunes Forest Preserve features numerous streams, marshes, sedge meadows, ponds and other
wetlands, as well as a mix of prairie, savanna and oak-hickory woodlands. These habitats have been identified
by the Illinois Wildlife Action Plan, Chicago Wilderness and the Max McGraw Wildlife Foundation as critical
nesting and foraging areas for a variety of birds and other wildlife species.
"We are delighted to partner with the Illinois Tollway at Pine Dunes Forest Preserve," said Ann B. Maine,
president of the Lake County Forest Preserves. "By working together, we can more quickly restore 85 acres of
wetlands to provide critical habitat for a variety of rare birds and other wildlife and create new trails for people
to enjoy, all in a fiscally responsible way. We also can provide a vital regional connection for our Millennium
Trail."
The agreement with the Lake County Forest Preserve District demonstrates the Illinois Tollway’s commitment
to making its 15-year, $12 billion capital program, Move Illinois: The Illinois Driving the Future, the cleanest and
greenest program in the agency’s history. The Tollway will monitor the site for five years once mitigation
construction activities are completed, while the Lake County Forest Preserve District will assume maintenance
responsibilities once the Tollway’s work is completed.
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The project will be coordinated with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Illinois Department of Natural
Resources, Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater Chicago, Environmental Protection Agency, as
well as Lake County, Newport Township, local municipalities and utilities.
The Illinois Tollway is committed to ensuring that the Elgin O’Hare Western Access Project features “Building
Green" initiatives that minimize the environmental impact of construction by reducing, recycling and reusing
materials. In addition, the Tollway will implement best management practices to address water quality and
manage stormwater runoff during construction, operation and maintenance of the roadway. The project will
also feature the construction of noisewalls and pavement surface treatments to reduce traffic noise.
The Elgin O’Hare Western Access Project will include construction of a new, all-electronic toll road around the
western border of O'Hare International Airport linking the Jane Addams Memorial Tollway (I-90) and the TriState Tollway (I-294), the extension of the Elgin O'Hare Expressway east along Thorndale Avenue to O'Hare
and the rehabilitation and widening of the existing Elgin O'Hare Expressway. The project is also expected to
create as many as 65,000 direct and indirect jobs by 2040 when combined with completion of the western
terminal at O’Hare Airport.
The Illinois Tollway Board of Directors is expected to vote to approve this intergovernmental agreement at its
February 28, 2013, meeting.
About Move Illinois
The Illinois Tollway’s $12 billion capital program, Move Illinois: The Illinois Tollway Driving the Future, will
improve mobility, relieve congestion, reduce pollution, create as many as 120,000 jobs and link economies
across the Midwest region. Move Illinois will address the remaining needs of the existing Tollway system;
rebuild and widen the Jane Addams Memorial Tollway (I-90) as a state-of-the-art 21st century corridor;
construct a new interchange to connect the Tri-State Tollway (I-294) to I-57; build a new, all-electronic Elgin
O’Hare Western Access and fund planning studies for the Illinois Route 53/120 Extension and the Illiana
Expressway.
About the Illinois Tollway
The Illinois Tollway is a user-fee system that receives no state or federal funds for maintenance and
operations. The agency maintains and operates 286 miles of interstate tollways in 12 counties in Northern
Illinois, including the Reagan Memorial Tollway (I-88), the Veterans Memorial Tollway (I-355), the Jane
Addams Memorial Tollway (I-90) and the Tri-State Tollway (I-94/I-294/I-80).
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